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JooN after Mr. Jay's public appear- 
I} ance, ſeveral of his friends were deſirous 
I of reading, ſome of thoſe Sermons which 
f they had heard with pleaſure. I had in- 
fluence enough with him to over-rule the 
motion, and my reaſons for interfering may 


eaſily be conjectured. The ſubje&s were 


common, and in a variety of forms had 
been treated by the moſt able miniſters, 
whole years and experience gave werght 
to their obſervations. 
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The Sermon preached at the opening 
of Mr. Tu EN's chapel at Bath, however 


found its way to the preſs, through the 
requeſt of many who heard it. The ſub 


ſequent Sermon is publiſhed at my par! 
ticular deſire. On being informed of thi 
impreſſion it made at the time of deliWon« 
very, I deſired to read it. I cannot bu 
think it will gratify ſome, as it did me 
no doubt it will thoſe who heard | 
preached. It was the production of 
Saturday evening, and the writer had no 
the moſt diſtant thoughts of its comin 
abroad. A ſpecial notice taken of, an 
an addreſs made to individuals of 
congregation in the body of a diſcourſe 
ſuch as Mr. and Mrs. PRIOR receiver nal 
is unuſual, but local circumſtances Jutt 
fied it on the preſent occaſion; and | 
may ſerve as a ſpecimen of the difficil 
ty with which the goſpel is ſupported i 
many of our villages. My principal defi 
in this advertiſement is to take the blam 


1. 


1 


verfkny, and to ſkreen the Youth from re- 
lection. Whether it will be thought wile 
jr weak by the ſpeculatiſt is not, I am 
xerſuaded, what Mr. Jay will be con- 
erned about, ſo much as whether it may 
onduce to anſwer the end he had in 


hyW1cw when he preached it—the profit of 
meWany that they may be ſaved, and for 
ih lich he is willing to renounce the praiſe 


Wi man. If I miſtake not, the Sermon 
5 expreſſive of a proper ſpirit, and may 
ifely be imitated by young men, who 
00 frequently break their firſt connections 
"1th acrimony and reflection, that betrays 
centment of injuries, either real or ima- 
nary, and impatience of contradiction. 


Like all other congregations, that at 
inſlian Malford has thoſe in it who are 
ot properly ſenſible of the bleſſings of 
e goſpel; are prone to cavil at what 


A3 not. 


the publication to myſelf, if it deſerves 


bey have, and to want what they have 


E 
not. But the beſt, and the greateſt pa 


are otherwiſe minded, It is a poor con. 
gregation, which has undergone man 
revolutions, and includes a ſmall ſociety, 
over which I was ordained, and with which 
from my great attachment to rural retire. 
ment I had a deſire to live and die. Tho 
I left them of neceſſity,” I intended to give 
them all the aſſiſtance I could, and when 
I opened my little Seminary, I had my 
eye upon them as a Proper people with 


whom my young friends might with ad: 


vantage make their firſt exertions, They 
have ſhared as largely in Mr. Jay's af- 
fections as they have of mine, but I nevet 
ſuppoſed he would continue with them, 
He who flations the ſtars, has the difpo- 
fal of his miniſters, and in ſubordination 
to his wiſe and righteous appointment; 
the qualification of miniſters ſhould deter- 
mine the propriety of their ſituation. 


Men of the moſt diſtinguiſhed ability, 
if diſpoſed to exert chemſelves, might diffuſe 
their 


il 7 


heir light where it would be improper 
ſor them to fix their reſidence; and by 
their occaſional ſervices might help ſuch 
indigent country congregations; as that 
at Chriſtian Malford to advantage. The 
neceſſity of raiſing and preſerving ſuch 
ſocieties, is obvious to a thinking man, 
we inluenced with proper zeal for the ſpread 
wenMof vital godlineſs. Parochial inſtruction 
s in general too ſuperficial and abſtruſe. 
It does not enough reſpect the firſt prin- 
ciples of religion, and what it does in- 
der culcate is without that ſolemnity, fervor, 
al. and perſpicuity that is neceſſary to render 
ver n effectual. As the poor want more con- 
m. deſcenſion than in common is ſhewn to 
0-Miliem, ſo their minds require more labor 
on han in general is beſtowed upon them. 


at; Wn attention to this I always inculcated 
oY upon Mr. Jay, and, bleſſed be God, he 

has learned to ſtoop to the child. If 
Wl detain the reader a moment longer, 
ty, tom the Sermon, it is only to add a 
ue A4 hint 


E 


hint on the importance of my brethren 
in the miniſtry, making ſuch congrega. 
tions as that we refer to, the object of 
their benevolent attention as far as cir- 
cumſtances will admit. The tedious hours 
of many old people, are hereby well em- 
ployed, and their minds fed with knoy- 
ledge. Mothers of young children, who 
by maternal duties, are prevented f rom going 
far diſtant from their habitations, partake 
of the benefit, and ſervants who are re- 
ſtricted in their time find their advantage 
from it. The glory of God and the fal. 
vation of ſouls is concerned in it. By 
this means living expoſitors ſupply the 
place of printed expoſitons ; and a pro- 
per attention being paid to the narrow 


capacity of the poor illiterate peaſants, 
their underſtanding 1 is informed, while ther] 
alto*tions are animated. By the bleſſing 
of God upon our endeavours, they ac- 
quire proper ideas of a church, and with 
out engaging in the clamors of contro-| 
| „ verh, 
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verſy, ſilently and modeſtly organize them. 
ſelves into ſuch ſocieties as they have 
examples of in the ſacred records. Though 
they may be deſtitute of the ſplendor of 
the world, they have the ſanction of God; 
nd the neighbouring miniſter or evange- 
ical ſtudent, for they are incompetent to _ 
ſupport a paſtor finds pleaſure and profit. 
But every ſuch village has not the ad- 
rantage of a ſtudent diſpoſed or permitted 
o lay out himſelf, and beſtow the firſt fruits 
of his ſtudies upon its inhabitants, and the 
xccompliſhed academic thinks it too great 
a ſtoop for him to make. The luxuries 
of the ſtudy—the laborious attention given 
to the turning of the period—the cere- 
monies and time-waſting vilits—and the 
large portion of time ſpent in decorating 
lis perſon, prevent attention to the per- 
ſuit after ſouls in this humble way. We 
admire then the providence of God, that 
kletts from the laity, men of genius and 
pirituality more than ſufficient to ſupply 
| their 


* 
their place, nor do we ſtartle, though they 755 
ſhould be called Methodiſts. By the effect 
of their labours, we perceive them to be 


the ſervants of the moſt high God, who fl 8 
ſhew unto men the way of ſalvation, and 
contribute to the common cauſe of chriſ. 
tianity. That a reſerve of ſuch a bleſſing 
may be always made for the people who 
heard, and now may read the ſubſequent 
Sermon; and that the word may be preach- 
ed in power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and 

in much aſſurance, is the prayer of their ” 

affectionate and devoted Friend 
CORNELIUS WINTER. 

his 

and 
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S E K M ON Me 


ACTS XVIII. 20, 21. 


WHEN THEY DESIRED HIM TO TARRY 
LONGER TIME WITH THEM, HE CON- 
SENTED NOT; BUT BADE THEM FARE- 
WELL. | 


Go has a voice in his word, and in 
his providence, and it becomes miniſter 
and people in their reſpective relations, 
to regard each, © that they may walk 
*worthy of the Lord unto all well-pleaſing 
being fruitful in every good work, and 
* increaſing in the knowledge of God.“ 


© Tal 1. 10; 


L 


| Every occaſion of doing good ſhould 
be embraced. There are ſeaſons and caſes, 
in which we may have peculiar influence 
over the mind and conſcience. When the 
atiention 1s excited, the paſſions ſoftened, 
and the heart opened, we ihould not let 
ſuch an opportunity paſs away without 
due improvement. 


You know I am removing from my | 


preſent ſtation, and I hope you will ſub- 
mit to the determination of Providence, 
and refign me, though from your affec- 
tion you may do it with reluctance. I 
think my own way 1s clear, and that the 
purpoſe I have taken, is confiſtent with 
the duty I owe to God, and the love ! 
have for you. Tis not probable that 
in future I ſhall frequently preach to you 
from this palpit. Let it be your ſerious 
endeavour, to receive what I have nov 


to deliver, to much better purpoſe than | 
any thing which has been advanced ; and | 
it ſhall be mine to ſpeak to you in ſuch | 
a manner, as to leave deep impreſſions f 

on 


„ 


on your minds, when in the ordinary 


courſe of my miniſtry, you ſhall ſee my 


face, and hear my voice no more. 


The preceding verſes inform us, that Paul 


took his leave of the brethren in Corinth, 


where he had been for a conſiderable time, 


and ſailed into Syria, with Priſcilla and 


Aquilla. © And he came to Epheſus and 


© left them there, but he himſelf entered 


into the ſynagogue, and reaſoned with 
the Jews. And when they deſired him 
„to tarry longer time with them, he con- 
ſented not,“ becauſe of his intention to 
nit Jeruſalem. N 


What thoſe perſons were, who particu- 


larly requeſted his continuance, we may 
inter from what is recorded of them. The 
poſtle found them at Corinth, and abode 
with them for a ſeaſon. How high they 
ood in his eſteem, we learn from the 
particular attention he paid to them in 


his 


Acts xviii. 18, 19. 
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his epiſtles. Writing to the Corinthians, 

he ſays, © Aquilla and Priſcilla ſalute you ver 
much in the Lord, with the church that 0 
« js in their houſe;” and he exhorts the Hof 
Romans, © greet Priſcilla and Aquilla myWl!; 
e helpers in Chriſt Jeſus, who have for 
„my life laid down their own necks, un 
*to whom not only I give thanks but 
„ alſo all the churches of the gentiles 
They were his particular. friends with 
whom he abode a year and fix months 
They were chriſtians not in word, but; 
power. Their houſe was open to the miniſ 
ters and people of Chriſt. Their habita | 
tion was a Bethel, where the worſhip o 
God was ſupported. They were helperi 
of the goſpel, not by aiding in the wor 
of - preaching, but by their . converſation 
example, and property. Their love tc 
Paul was ſingular, and the reſpett the 
paid to him, and the . intereſt of Chril 


entitled them to the eſteem and -gratitudY pec 
ef the churches in general. (01 
re 


ns, The parting, of ſuch friends muſt be 
ou very trying and unpleaſant, who, knit 
gether in love, were of, one heart and 
of one ſoul. Their ſenſibility was mutu- 
ally exerciſed. Perhaps, with tears accom- 
panying their words, they deſired him to 
arry longer time with them. But though 
bvingly invited and eaſy to be entreated 
he refuſed. Why ? not for want of love, 
but from neceſſity. © I muft by all means 
keep this feaſt that cometh in Jeruſa- 
Jem.” Having ſaid this, he bad them 
farewell, and ſailed from Epheſus. 


From a hiſtory ſo ſuitable to yield us 
proper improvement. on the preſent occa- 
ion, let us juſt remark—the evidence of 
bye given to Paul and his miniſtry—the 
ultruction it holds out to us, reſpecting the 
duty of a miniſter to hearken to the voice 
of God, rather than to the deſire of his 
people and from the ſpirit mutually diſ- 
wyered at their parting, ſhew how we 
me to improve a ſimilar event. 


The 


— — 
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The Lord make this cloſing part of my 
ſtated labors © profitable for doctrine, for 
% reproof, for correction, and for inſtruc. 
* tion in righteouſneſs; and to him be all 
the glory, Amen. 


I. Aquilla and Priſcilla loved the apo. 
tle, and valued his miniſtry. It was no 
a fluſh of affection, which they diſcovered 
He gained upon them by growing in 
timacy, his deportment gave ſanction tc 
his labors, and their advancement in re 
ligion, heightened their eſtimation of hit 
office. I luis diſpoſition being common tc 
the people of God, we have ſome 
now, who have the ſame regard for thi 
ambaſſadors of Chriſt, and reſpe& the 
as they are chriſtians, and as they are 


' miniſters. The temper and practice of the 


primitive believers, are conſpicuous in them 
Their love to Chriſt is connected with a 
inviolable attachment to his cauſe and 


people. Poſſeſſed of the ſame ſpirit, and 


being of one accord, of one mind, they 


love as brethren ; in honor preferring on 


an 
La 


6 


mother. They are the excellent of the 
Earth, in whom is placed all their delight. 


A friendſhip far ſurpaſſing that which 
; human, commences between them. Tis 
trong as death. It leads them to a re- 
aprocal participation of joys and ſorrows. 
produces mutual attention to one 
mother's intereſt. It leads them to meet 
tn pleaſure, and to part with grief. 


no 


Wis 


But this is not all which God requires, 
nd which Paul received from his friends. 
bod has ordained that thoſe who labor 


n the word and doctrine, ſhall have dou- 
le honor. 


n tc 
ome 


The love we are to have for them, as 
ten and chriſtians, is to be increaſed by 
lat which is due to them as mmulters, 
o are the meſſengers of the churches 
nd the glory of Chriſt. God has com- 
landed a ſpecial reſpect to be given to 
ler othce, We muli love them for their 
B employment, 


h a 

and 
_ and 
they 
Wo. 
thed . 
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employment, as well as their religion, anc 
* know thoſe that labor among us, and 
are over us in the Lord, and eſtee 
them very highly in love for their work 


* ſake.” 


Thus the happy couple referred to, love 
the Apoſtle, and if the miniſters now ſuc 
ceed him in their work, the people ſhoul 
retain them in their affection, and kno 
how to value thoſe who are over then 


in the Lord. 


Some perſons have a love for a min 
iſter, which is inſincere in its nature, ant 
ſhort in its duration. One day they ma; 
cry hoſanna, and then away with him 
This ſeems to have been the cafe will 
ſome of the Galatians, who received Pa 


cordially, and rejoiced in him greatly fo 
a ſeaſon; but whoſe opinion and affectiot 
were ſoon changed. Thus ve hear th 


once loved, but then neglected ſervant o 
Chriſt, ſpeaking on the occaſion— 1 
* kno! 


— 


* know how through the infirmity of the 
«fleſh, I preached the goſpel unto you at 
«the firſt. And my temptation which was 
in my fleſh ye diſpiſed not, nor rejected; 
but received me as an angel of God, even 
„as Chriſt Jefus. Where is then the 
« bleſſedneſs ye ſpake of? the pleaſure and 
* happineſs you found under my preach- 
eing. For I bear you record, that if it 
had been poſſible, you would have plucked 
out your own eyes, and have given them 
„to me. Am I therefore become your 
enemy becauſe I tell you the truth?” 
What has thus altered your mind, or made 
you have a worſe opinion of me? Wherein 
have I offended you, or done you any 
harm ?2—Tired of his miniſtrations they 
would not have defired his continuance, 
had he been with them, and their conduct 
more or leſs, of which every miniſter muſt 
expect forms a bad contraſt, when oppoſ- 
ed to thetrs, who out of the abundance 
of their heart, defired him to' tarry long- 
er time with them. Without idolizing 
B 2 Paul, 
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Paul, or giving him that glory which is 

due to God, we may ſuppoſe they were 

ready to ſay Paul, we love thee as a Chriſ. 

tian, and much more as a miniſter. We 

recolle& with pleaſure, the time when Pro. 

vidence united us. It was a happy period 

| that began our connection. Many. ſacred 
comforts we have enjoyed in thy com. 
pany. We have ſat under thy miniſtry 

with ſweet delight, and Chriſt has been in| 

the midſt to bleſs us. Our love has en- 

| creaſed upon our acquaintance—O that 
ve could continue in this union. The 
thought of ſeparation we cannot bear.— 

Leave us not, tarry with us longer, let us | 

| live and die together. 
| 


| I his could not but have touched the 
heart of the Apoſtle, who was very ſuſcep- 
tible of tender 1mpreſſion, and he would 
| have complied with their deſire, but be 
knew what we proceed to obſerve from | 
his example. 


II. That 


Nr r 


hat 
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. That tis the duty of a miniſter to 
hearken to the voice of God, more than 
10 the deſire of His people, 


The will of God is now known in a 
different way to what it was of old. Paul 


knew it from inſpiration, and in an ex- 


traordinary manner; but we muſt judge 
of it from the word of God, and the oc- 
currances of his providence. What may 
appear concluſive to one, may not to ano- 
ther. No rule can hardly be obſerved with- 
out exception. Every perſon muſt be 
perſuaded in their own mind, after prayer 
ſor direction, and waiting upon the Lord. 


The will of God is the rule of our ac- 
tions, as we are creatures, chriſtians, and 
miniſters. We muſt not, we dare not op- 
pole it. The preſumptious liberty would 
expoſe us to the woe denounced on him 
that ſtriveth with his Maker, in the day 
when the Lord ſhall be avenged on his 
adverſaries. For who ever hardened him- 

B 3 . 
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| witfiloeſs, or wickedneſs, but from igno- | 


Fw) 
ſelf againſt God and proſpered? It is che 


pl 
work of grace to remove from our 'own di 
wills, that oppoſition to the will of God, Wl © 
which prevents our obedience. It wil 1 
diſpoſe us to pray, Lord what wilt thou Wl © 
* have me to do?” © What I know. not, Ml © 
* teach thou me.” © Shew us' the way M © 
** wherem we ſhould walk, and the thing 
* which we ſhould do.“ Nor is this mn M1 
idle unmeaning requeſt. They do not intend v 
to inſult the Lord, by deſiring his direc- b. 
tion, in order to diſregard it. They wiſh WW tc 


to diſcover his will, that they may follow 
it, and however diſagreeable the intimation 
of it may be, yet they can ſay, Lord 
* here I am, do with me what ſeemeth 
* good m thy ok x 


'Tis no uncommon thing for the: dere | 
of chriſtians, in reſpect of Providence, to | 
contradict the voice of God. Not. from f 


rance, prejudice, and ſelf- love. Let us 
ſelect a few examples, in order to exem- | 
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plify the obſervation. Jeſus informed his 
diſciples, how © that he muſt go up to 
* Jeruſalem, and ſuffer many things of the 
* elders, and chief prieſts, and ſcribes, and 
abe killed, and be raiſed again the third 
* day. Then Peter took him, and began 
*to rebuke him, ſaying, be it far from 
* thee, Lord, this ſhall not be unto thee.” 
Theſe words were ſpoken with a good in- 
tention, and great affection for Jeſus Chrilt ; 
but that did not render it our Lord's duty 
to obey, for © he turned and ſaid unto Peter, 
get thee behind me Satan, for thou art an 
* offence unto me, for thou ſavoreſt not 
the things that be of God, but thoſe 
that be of men.”* Landed at Tyre, Paul 
and his company tarried there ſeven days, 
and found ſome diſciples who ſaid through 
the Spirit, that he ſhould not go up to 
to MI Jjeruſalem. Perceiving his journey would 
be attended with much inconvenience and 
ſuffering, they diſſuaded him. Yet when 
JW they had accompliſhed thoſe days, they 
n- departed and went their way.F Arrived 
97 „„ at 

bs Mat. xvi. 21, &c. + Acts 21, 4, &c. 
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at Cæſarea, and tarrying there many days nem 
there came down from Judea a. certain 
prophet named Agabus, who foretold that 
the Jews at Jeruſalem, would bind ther; 
Apoſtle, and deliver him over to the Gen. 
tiles. Upon this his companions, and the 
converts of the place beſought him not 
to go up to Jeruſalem. But the ſoul that 
is given up to God, is not to be diverted 
from his call. Then Paul anſwered, 
What mean ye to weep, and to break 
* my heart? For I am ready not to be 
* bound only, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem, 
for the name of the Lord Jeſus. And dea. 
* when he would not be perſuaded, they er 


ceaſed, laying, the will of the Lord be Ndiſe 
66 done. 2% "x | 1051 He 


Before we proceed, let us enquire whe- 
ther we poſſeſs any of that love and re- 
ſpect for the miniſters of the goſpel, which 
is their due, and which the kind friends 
pf Paul diſcovered. Do we fo account of 

them 


* Acts xxl. 10, &c. 


La 


ys hem as ambaſſadors of Chriſt, and as 1 
nds of the myſteries of God? Do ve re- 
zard them for the ſake of their office? 
Tis more than probable, many of us de- 
n. Npiſe them. The preacher is the troubler 
of Iſrael. He does not prophecy ſmaoth 
tings. We do not wiſh to hear him. He 
vill not permit us to reſt ſecure. What is 
hereaſon ? Your fin, your danger. Love 
o your ſouls conſtrains him. Will you 
men become his enemy, becaule he tells 
you the truth? Shall that diſpoſe you to 
m, Wiſh his removal which ſhould render him 
nd dear to you? Well, whether you hear, 
ey Wor whether you forbear, the miniſter muſt 
be diſcharge his office, and deliver his ſoul. 
Ille can do nothing againſt the truth, but 
for the truth; nor can he ſhun to declare 
e. Jiny part of the revealed will of God, while 
e. Ihe properly regards what he ſays to him 
ch Aby the prophet “ Know, O ſon of man, 
ds 1 have ſet thee for a watchman unto the 
of FW houſe of Iſrael, therefore thou ſhalt hear 
m “the word at my mouth, and warn them 
| from 


J 


« from me. When I ſay unto the wicked, Och 
wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if thou m 
doſt not ſpeak to warn the wicked fro 
© his way, that wicked man ſhall die infl L 
* his iniquity; but his blood will J requit uo 
« at thy hand. Nevertheleſs, if thou war 
„the wicked of his way to turn from it; i 
* he do not turn from his way, he ſhal 
die in his iniquity, but thou haſt deliver 
* ed thy ſoul.“ “ Aware that a miniſte 
may be diſeſteemed, have his labors under 
valued, and his miniſtry deſerted, Pau 
thus addreſſed his ſon Timothy“ I charge 
© thee before God, and the Lord Jeſus 
« Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and 
* dead at his appearing, preach the word 
* be inſtant in feaſon, and out of ſeaſon 

* reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long nor 
« fufſering and doctrine, for the time willifheo 
come, when they will not endure ſount part 
* dottrine; but after their ovon tuſts, ThalWrene 
7 they heap to themſelves teachers, havWThe 
F ng Helang ears. ut watch thou in alert 
« things, 
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„Ochings, do the work of an n 
ou make full proof of thy SLICE | 


0 


Let us int FR lat PRE of 
Frovidence in this world. We are born, 
die, We joy, we ſorrow. We meet, 
e part. Man never continues in one ſtay. 


and uncertain. 


The dear delights we here enjoy, 
And fondly call our own, 

Are but {hort favors borrowed now 
To be repaid anon. 


je ſeek one to come, where we ſhall no 
people: where we ſhall meet never to 


part in the unity of the fath—and join the 


certain than thoſe of divine providence. 


ings, While 


* 2 Tim. to 


our - enjoyments below are ne 


Here we have no continuing city, but 


nore n<ced the relation of miniſter and 


general aſſembly of juſt men made perfect. 


Ihe bleſſings of divine grace, are more 


[8 } 


While we have a changing. warld; ve 
have an unchanging God, and the pro 
miſes and covenant of grace are immuta 
ble under all the revolutions of time. We 
ſhould be careful not to place too much 
affection on creatures. Our grief at the 
loſs of them, will always be in propertio 
to our eſteem- While we have them we 
| ſhould poſſeſs as though we poſſeſſed no 
and rejoice as though we rejoiced not 
if we would at parting weep as thoug 
we wept not. Let us love creatures pro 
perly, but love the Creator ſupremely 


Making God our portion, we have a ſtock p 
of happineſs independant of men or an Fre 
gels. It remains the ſame under even ina 
viciſſitude of time. Happy are the peo im 
ple that are in ſuch a caſe. Feel they Gc 
may, but cannot be miſerable. In the ab Pr: 
ſence of all creature good, they can re Bu 
joice in the Lord, and mn in the God nc 
of their ſalvation. ha: 

thi 


LY 


Le 
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Let us regard the will of God, m a way 
of providence. He is the governor of the 
.niverſe. He has fixed the bounds of our 
habitation, beyond which, we cannot pals, 
ind ſhort of which, we: ſhould not preſume 


nuſt not overcome the calls of duty. We 
need not fear while following the leading, 
nd under the protection of God where 
we go. If we are once brought to ſay, 
the Lord ſhall chooſe our inheritance 
„for us;” we ſhall find eventually, that 


places, and we have a goodly heritage.” 
From the change of their ſituation, con- 
rary to a deſire of enjoying a fixed and 
mmoveable one, ſome of the people of 
God have been diſtreſſed, and led to think 
Providence dealt very hardly with them. 
But removals would be rendered much 
more agreeable, did we conſider that God 
has gractous purpoſes to accompliſh—that 


this world is not our reſt—and that tis a 
part of our religion, and an evidence of 


dur grace, to remove our affections from 


It, 


o ſtop. Attachment to places or perſons 


"the lines are fallen to us in pleaſant 


Uh 


it, before we go hence, and are no mor 
feen. Heaven being our country, and ha ente 
ing our treaſure, our heart our converh 
tion there; we ſhall be ſtrangers and pi 


grims upon earth, and every place and con 
dition will be indifferent to us. 


We proceed to che de 


III. The ſpirit Paul and his friends dif. 
covered on this occaſion, teaching us hoy 
to improve a ſimilar event. It was a part 
ing in love. They leave him giving eri pul 
dent marks of their attachment; and he] ler 
departs, leaving behind him the affection- ihe 
ate deſire of his heart for their welfare. nit 
In proportion as their ſpirit prevails in us, Ml ip 
we ſhall be like minded, and fhall, in like I he 
manner, bid each other farewell. te 


We are now diſſolving a very tender I er 
connection, and it yields matter for mu- d 
wal humiliation. My ſuceeſs has not e- 
qualled my acceptance. It becomes you 

to 
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o enquire what, on your part, has pre- 
zented it; and with ſorrow to lament, that 
jou have not improved the help you have 
mjoyed. But all the blame is not yours, 
nd upon a review. of my labors, I need not 
vonder that ſo little good has been done. 
pride and levity—the want of ſpirituality 
of mind—zeal for God—and love for ſouls, 
have corrupted my ſervices, and render- 
died them unſucceſsful. Infirmities, natural 
ow and ſinful, I have had many. Much more 
art-M night have been done, in private and 
»vi-M public. I repent that I have had no more 
be MW fervency and importunity with you, about 
on- the concerns. of eternity. O eternity, eter- 
re. nity, that thou haſt been no more on the 
us, lip of the preacher, and in the ear of the 
ke MW bearer !—Yet bleſſed be God, I have the 

teſtimony of my own mind, and I hope 

of yours alſo, that I have not walked in 
er craftineſs, nor handled the word. of God 
u- deceitfully; but by manifeſtation of the 
e. truth, commended wplels to every man's 
* conſcience 


with the oracles of truth. — Having ex 


regard to the moral and ſpiritual part of 


that was eſſential for you to know, or do. 


1 
% conſcience in the ſight of God.“ Thoſe 


principles only have been inculcated up 
on you, which I believed to be conſiſtent 


plained the doctrine, and enforced the 
practice of the goſpel having paid equ: 


the word—and having kept back nothing 


© I have not ſhunned to declare unto you all, 
the council of God.” Having deſcribed 7 
the guilt of ſin, warned the ſinner of his nd 
danger, directed him where to fly for re-Mior 
fuge, and teſtified repentance towards God, Wie 
and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, © I take Me . 
you to record, that I am pure from the Wind 
blood of all men.” What my do&rine and bol. 
manner of life has been, is known to you, and Mo x 
what my aim and intent has been is known Wha! 


to God. Reſpecting the former, I have Wie: 


endeavored in ſimplicity and godly fin- Naw 


* cerity, not by fleſhly wiſdom, but by the Nel 
cx grace of God, to have my converſation obe 
* in the world: but more abundantly to 

| | 66 you 
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you ward.” Reſpecting the latter, I have 


had the ſalvation of your fouls at heart; 


for God is my record, how greatly I 


long after you all in the bowels of Jeſus 
"Chriſt. Brethren, my heart's defire and 


*prayer to God, for you is, that you may 
be ſaved.” With this view I would now 


doſe the ſubject, by reciting a few doc- 


ines, giving you my thanks, and expreſ- | 


ing my wiſhes, fears, and advice. 


The do&rines which you have heard, 


nd which we pray God may ever ſound 
rom this pulpit, include man's depravity, 
he redemption of the ſoul by the blood 
of Chriſt, juſtification by his obedience, and 
antification by his Spirit. Or faith and 
tolimeſs. Without faith it is impoſſible 
o pleaſe God, and without holineſs no man 
hall ſee the Lord. Where there 1s faith 


here will be holineſs, and true holineſs 


aways ſprings from faith in Chriſt. The 
believer diſclaims merit, but delights in 
obedience, and walks before God in new- 


C neſs 
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gebs of life.” It would be eäſy 40 pf 

of what importance ſuch dottrines are. 
3 Rs nu 

Be well grounded in them, and pay more 


attention to them than to thoſe which are 
olf leſs moment, and which have furniſh 
ed the world with matter for endleſy 
controverſy. Contend earneſtly for theſe 
important articles of the faith, once deliverec 
to the ſaints, and beware of hearing o 


receiving a man who oppoſes them, le 


. 
ye be partaker of his evil deeds. * Bl . 
not carried about with divers and ſtrangſ. n 
er doctrines, for it is a good thing for th. 5 
heart to be eſtabliſhed with grace.” e 

et cone: 
My thanks are due for the reſpef youl:.. 
have paid me, and for your deſires of Orn 
continuance. While the love of many ba iter 
not be overlooked, it would be very Mer! 
mils, were I not to notice the kindndl ra, 


of ſome preſent, which reflects the great 
honor on them, and lays me under 55 
culiar obligations. Our united thanks : 
due to our dear friends, with hom N 
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have reſided. „ God ve have been 
: ndebted to- them for my coming and con- 
inuance here. Being unable to ſupport 
; miniſter yourſelves, I could not have 
ned among you, had they not gener- 
wſly invited me to their houſe, and given 
ne my comfortable ſubſiſtence. Nor are 
hey unwilling of my continuance, but 
have earneſtly deſired me to continue my 


"which: was lacking on your part, they 
my ſpirit and yours ; therefore acknow- 


be no impropriety my honored friends, 


ormer. You have exerted yourſelves to the 
or bare you record, that to your power, 


o, and beyond your power you have been 
N C 2 willing 


1 Cor. xvi. 17, 18. 


tonnection with their family. That 
have ſupplied. For they have refreſhed 
*ledge them that are ſuch.”* There can 


n making this public acknowledgment, ZZ 
br this thing has not been done in a 


mermoſt in the cauſe of your Redeemer, 


3 
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Milling to diſcover the ſincerity of youſſlbe 
Jove. © Now he that miniſlereth ſeed to th 
« ſower, both miniſter bread for your food 
* and multiply your ſeed: ſown, and 'en 
© creaſe the fruits of your righteouſneſs 
* Remember, God is not unrighteous, tc 
forget your work of faith, and labs 
* of love. Beloved, I wiſh above al 
* things that you may proſper in yout 
* body, ſoul, and family. May your dea 
* children know the Lord God of thei 
0 parents, and ſerve him with a yl | 
4 heart and wilting mind. ' 


My wiſhes reſpect your welfare as in- I the 
dividuals, and a ſociety that you may he. 
order your converſation aright, and loveſſ fac 
one ariother out of a pure heart fervent w 
ly. That there may be no root of bitter · ¶ bu 
neſs ſpringing up among you; no diviſions bo 
and contenſions, but that you may live 
in peace, and the God of peace be vith I th 
you. That religion may be viſible in the I pe 


power and practice of it, and that neither I as 
be 
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be barren nor unfruitful in the kingdom 
of God. May the ſeed which has been 
ovn, yet ſpring up, and bring forth much 
fruit, may the Lord provide a ſupply for 
you, and render future labors more ſuc- 
celstul. While I am thus expreſſing the 
wiſhes: of my ſoul, | may you be able to 
ay, the Lord grant thee thy | heart's de. 
ire, and fulfil all a petitions. 


My les are great and many. I fear 
eſt I have beſtowed upon you labor in 
rain. I fear you have been inſtructed, 
warned, exhorted to no purpoſe. I fear 
in- hat while you have been hearing of an in- 
nayſſſ heritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
ove iadeth not away, there are many of you 
ent- who have no part nor lot in the matter, 
ter. but are ſtill in the gall of bitterneſs and 
ons bond of iniquity. If our goſpel be hid, 
iveſſ] it is hid to them that are loſt. And are 
ithY there none among you to whom this goſ- 
the pel is hid? Hid as to the light? Hid 
her as to the power of it? Are there not 
be „ C3 many 
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thereof fear for you, and I will weep 
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many blind minds, hardened hearts, un 


i 


godly lives? But God be: thanked, therMou 


are a few, who though they were the ſha 
ſervants. of ſin, have | obeyed from thꝗlot t 
heart, that form of doctrine which waghiat - 
delivered them. O that it was the cak em 
with you all. I would not leave one un H ei 
converted perſon. O how happy wouldFroul 
it be, to leave you all in a fair way forfWnc 
glory! But I cannot depart from you lo.iſſ> e 
O then ye blind ſouls, upon whom | theWhicar 
light has ſhined in vain—ye hardened ſouls» « 
upon whom the word has made no um-Wl: 1 
preſſion —ye deluded fouls, who have a 
form of godlineſs, but deny the power 


in ſecret, when my tongue cannot reach Hug. 
you. Let my concern be yours. | How Wi } 
is it you are ſo unalarmed? Can you Wa 
reſt ſecure under ſuch a load of guilt? Net 
Can you expect a certain fearful | looking ihe 
for of judgment, and be unconcerned? .f 
What ! are there ſo many ſabbaths, ſermons, . 
exhortations gone never to be recalled, 
_ and 


Lu] 


un nd not afraid? Like the Jailer, may 
erꝗ ou fear and tremble, and cry, What 
ſhall I do to be ſaved?” But this is 
ot the caſe. I have then another fear 
ragſiat I muſt riſe up in judgment to con- 
ale:mn you. Dreadful! What be the means 
unf encreafing their condemnation whom I 
yould gladly ſave? Soon we muſt all 
and before the judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, 
Mo grve an account of our preaching and 


the Wicaring. | May each of us then be able 
ul do it with joy, and not vith grief. 


im- It would yield a miniſter much pleaſure, 
af lad he reaſon to conclude that all the peo- 
ver Wile now committed to his care, would 
ep Wien prove his joy and crown of rejoic- 
ch Wing. But ſhould he be unſucceſsful,” yet 
ow Wit he be faithful he ſhall not lofe his re- 
'ou ward. Though Ifrael be not gathered, 
t 5 et {hall he be glorious in the eyes of | 
ng Ine Lord. © For we are unto God a ſweet' 
d? favor of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, 
ns, and in them that periſh ; to the one we 
2d, 911 C4 „ tt _ 111 ans 
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% are a ſavor of death unto death, and 
to the other a ſavor of life unto life. 


My advice reſpects you as ſinners, and 


ſaints. If you are ſinners of any deſcrip- 


tion whatever, I exhort you to enquire 
into your true ſtate, your heinous guilt, 
your dreadful danger. Lay yourlelves 
open to your on inſpection. View your: 
ſelves in the glaſs of the law. Believe 
that you are what the word: of God re- 
preſents you to be, © miſerable; and wretch- 
ed, and poor, and blind, and naked.” 
Pray for the wiſdom that cometh from 
above, that you may know the value of 
your immortal ſouls, and the excellency 
of Jeſus. Chriſt. Search the ſcriptures 
with prayer for an underſtanding; heart. 
Depend: on Chriſt alone for falvation. 
*Tis at your peril you neglect him. There 
is none other name by which you can 
bes ſaved. But in him you will find: plen- 
teous redemption. Come and welcome. 
He will not caſt you out. He waits to 
be 


4 


be gracious. And you my dear young 
friends, what ſhall I ſay to you? My 
heart feels for you. The enemy of ſouls 
eyes you as his prey; diſappoint his 
hope. Beware of the ſnares of the world, 
and particularly of an evil heart of un- 
belief, in departing from the living God. 
Give up yourſelves to the Lord by an 
early dedication, and you will find that 
his ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
all his paths peace. Your tears now at 
my departure, ſhew your affection for 
me. You have given many evidences of 
it. Give one more. Tis my parting re- 
queſt. Recollect the many exhortations 
I have given you. Remember your Cre- 
ator in the days of your youth. Seek 
him _ and 5 0 ſhall find him. 


can rejoice Sas theſe! of you who 
know the Lord. Vou have began well, 
but you muſt go forward and hold out 
to the end. for an increaſe of grace. 


Set 


do, do all to the glory of God. Grow 


"Aa 
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det the Lord always base you. Con. 
verſe much with him, and keep up a ho- 
ty, Happy communion. Live in continu- 
al dependance on his mercy. and power 
ſor every ſupply you need. Act for his honor 
and praiſe. Prefer this to all pleaſure 
and. intereſt of your - own. Whether 
you eat or drink, or whatever you 


not indifferent in his fervice, but be zea- 
tous for every good word and work.. | 
And as you would be happy in time or Y 
eternity, be ye holy in all manner of 


converſation | and godlineſs, looking for f p 
the bleffed hope, and the glorious ap- 


Pearance of the mn _ and our Sa. 


Herein 5 give my W Were theſe I 
to be my laſt words, I know not what . 
I 'conld preſs upon you of greater impor- 5 
tance. Let me prevail with you to have . 
à proper regard to what has been ſaid, 5 
5 == 
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| nd remember, it has been given out of 
bye to your beſt and eternal intereſt. 
Tis not becauſe I ſeek myſelf, but your 
alvation, that I thus ſpeak. I utter the 
lictates of affection. Let then the part- 
ng advice of one who ſincerely loves 
ſou, be received and followed. Where- 
fore my beloved brethren, be ye ſtead- 


faſt, unmovable, always abounding in 
& the work of the Lord, for as much 
as ye know your labor ſhall not be 
"1 þ in vain in the Lord. Only let your 
"A * converſation be as becometh the goſpel, 
chat whether I come and ſee you, or 
*elſe am abſent, I may hear of your 
affairs, that ye ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, 
EF vith one mind, ſtriving together for the 
A faith of the goſpel. And now, brethren, 
* *I commend you to God, and the word 
5 < os his grace, which is able to build 
de vou up, and to give you an inheri- 
4. * tance among them that are ſanctified. 


- * Finally, brethren, FAREWELL ; be per- 


fect, 
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* peace ſhall be with you.“ 
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